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NHS BLOOD DRIVE
On September 6th, the members of Benedictine Military School’s
National Honors Society (NHS) invited the public to this years’ first
blood drive. Students worked hard to make this blood drive a success.
Pictured above are John McCarthy and Will Phillips.
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Letter from the Headmaster...
Dear Friends of BC,
With the beginning of classes, we saw freshman enrollment that exceeded expectations by
18%. Many deserve credit for this outcome. I owe a huge thanks to Will Fleming who
ended his tenure with BC in grand fashion. Will was fighting the odds with the projections for the current year and through his dogged determination, was able to deliver such
dramatic results. Will’s affable and unflappable nature will be greatly missed. We are
fortunate that he plans to remain active in alumni association. Will proved himself to be a true gentleman who
bore the stress of his job with class. We wish Will, Jennifer and young Will our prayers and best wishes in his
new endeavor.
With the end of the summer, we unveiled our new AP Biology Lab. Mr. Lemieux can rightly take credit for
bringing to fruition the results of the contributions of many. The funds for this project, like the “Weight Room”
were raised at the Auction through the “Fund an Item” challenge. Many contributed to making this advanced lab
possible. Special thanks are in order for O.C. Welch and Mr. John Stephens and his family. Without their lead
gifts, this lab which will contribute to the competitiveness of our graduates for college placement would not have
been possible.
Over the past several weeks we have seen a fine display of a disciplined and well trained football team. Coach
Britt has fielded a team that is showing every indication that it will be highly competitive in its conference. To
date, we have seen a senior class that has taken leadership of the team and a coaching philosophy that appears
committed to developing young talent. “Taking a knee” rather than going in for an unneeded score against Effingham, offered all of us a view of sportsmanship at its best. Much of the second half of the Long County game
gave us a glimpse of so much of the team. The fact that these young men handled themselves so well gave us an
appreciation of the depth of the team and the quality of their coaching.
Thank you for your support of the team. Much of their success goes back to your funding of the revamped
“Weight Room” over a year and a half ago. Thanks to your contributions to that project, all of our teams are now
participating in an off-season fitness program. We are seeing results across the sports spectrum.
The year is getting off to a fine start.

Sincerely,

Fr. Frank, O.S.B.
Headmaster

Board of Directors

Letter from the Principal...

Officers

Dear Families and Friends,
It is said that “a picture paints a thousand words” In a school,
I think that is particularly true. Anyone among us could look
back to our high school years and remember a myriad of things;
from our favorite teacher to our meanest teacher, to the teacher
who taught us the most to the one from whom we learned the least. Having or
not having a boyfriend or girlfriend, being or not being athletic, being popular
or not, daring to try things or being too scared to try much of anything. Remember your parents hating the music you listened to? My parents had no use
whatsoever for the Beach Boys! I had to keep the stereo, yes, the stereo, turned
down so they could not hear Little Deuce Coupe, Fun Fun Fun and Surfin’ Safari.
From one generation to the next, while music may change, schools remain far
more than a mere building. I have always been fascinated by how complicated
a place a school is. After all, in the case with Benedictine, it is filled with children ages 14 – 18, rooms and corridors, books and technology, notebooks and
binders, tall students, skinny students, strong students, shy and timid students,
students who do not know when to stop or to keep quiet. All sorts of personalities and characters. Some are polite, others not so much. Most all, thank goodness, are happy to be here.

Chairman:
Mr. William E. Schmitt
Vice Chairman:
Mr. J. Marc Friday ‘78

Board of Directors
Mr. Andrew C. Ambos ‘87
Rev. Daniel F. Firmin, J.C.L.
Dr. Joseph K. Hogan ‘82
Mr. Martin S. Hogan ‘86
Rev. Philip Kanfush, O.S.B.
Sister Johanna Maguire, R.S.M.
Mr. Thomas J. Mahoney III ‘81
Mr. Richard E. McAllaster
Mr. Charles H. Moore, Jr. ‘79
Mr. Walter B. Murphy III ‘71

Were you all to be a fly on the wall on any given day, what would you see? You
would see motion, action, respect, determination, persistence, perseverance,
eye to eye contact, motivation, trying, lots of trying, tripping and getting right
back up. . . and the one word that sums it all up – excitement.
Schools are simply amazing places. Every accomplished person has gotten the
spark they have as an adult from school, from a teacher or two, from a subject
that just presented them a glimmer of what could be.
BC is a wide open place full of possibilities for all young men who walk through
her doors. It is a place where young men learn to learn and understand, learn the
power of knowledge, the joy of helping others and asking for nothing in return.
It does not get any better than a school and there is no finer than BC. What a
great picture! And BC Life continues. . .
May God bless our BC Family, and May He bless the United States of America.
Sincerely,

Deborah A. Antosca, Ed.D.
Principal

Mr. William W. Shearouse, Jr. ‘66
Sister Lourdes Sheehan, R.S.M.
Mrs. Kathy H. Siler
Mr. Donald M. Thompson ‘65
Mr. O.C. Welch III ‘73
Dr. Edward J. Whelan III ‘71

September/October 2012 Events
9/15

Prospective Student Reception-School Lobby
Commissioning Ceremony-GYM
Parent Reception-Academic Well
Major Donor Dinner-Alumni Hall

9/18

College Night for Freshmen and Sophomores
7-8pm-Academic Building

9/24

Canned Food Drive Kick-Off

9/24

Homecoming Week

9/27

Homecoming Pep Rally 6:30pm-GYM

9/28

Homecoming game

9/28

Alumni Association Tailgate Party

9/28

Post Game Social in Cafeteria

9/28

BC Class of 1982 Reunion-Alumni Hall

9/29

Homecoming Dance 8-11pm (sat)-Cafeteria

9/29

BC Class of 1992 Reunion-Alumni Hall

10/5

Half Day School Mass 11am

10/9

PTO Butter Braids Sale Begins

10/12 End of 1st Quarter
10/17 Freshmen Class Retreat (10/17 & 10/18)

Visit www.thebc400.com
for the most up to date
information regarding
dates and events!

September Faculty and Staff
Birthdays
Gayle Josey - Sept 3rd
Doug Willett - Sept 9th
CW4 Donald Schaefer - Sept 11th
Michael Parks- Sept 26th
Rev. Fr. Anthony Wesolowski-Sept 27th

After Labor Day Blood Drive
It’s not every day you see students giving back to
their community, but here at Benedictine giving backis second nature to the Cadets. This year’s first blood
drive is an example of their devotion. The blood drive,
coordinated by the student driven national honors society, was a hit. Students who could donate did, and
even some faculty and staff members rolled up their
sleeves.
Will Phillips, one of this year’s blood drive organizers, says he was impressed with the big turnout. “It’s
really good all these kids are willing to give blood. I
mean it’s not fun, but all these kid are willing to do it.
So it’s great,”said Phillips. Phillips, along with John
McCarthy and the rest of the NHS, worked to make
this first blood drive of the year a great success. Benedictine Science teacher, Nicole Willett, said they had
more than 30 people signed up, which is a great start.
Willett says even though she’s an advisor, the students
run the show. “It’s important for them to know that
they need to give to their community and not just go
along their merry lives with their ipads and iphones.
They need to give back to people who need it. That’s
a very important lesson. It builds character,”said Willett. Willett is elated to see the Cadets take responsibility for the blood drive, “I’m very proud of them,
and I’m happy they take charge; this is the first one
of the year so it’s a bunch of new members and they
are doing wonderfully,”said Willett. BC has been a
top donor for the Blood Alliance for more than five
years, and we plan to host at least three more during
the school year.

Meet the faculty and staff: Kevin Farmer
Kevin Farmer ‘92
Background:
Graduated from BC in 1992
Graduated from UGA with a degree in psychology and is currently enrolled in Masters Program at GSU (Counseling Education)
Kevin has been in education for more than 14 years and is very excited to be back at BC. He has taught Psychology, Personal Finance, Medical Science and Technology at Calvary Day School and was head baseball coach and
assistant softball coach. His Baseball coaching record at Calvary was 241-70-1 with 2 State Class A Championships in 2005 and 2007.
Role at BC: Kevin is the Director of Admissions and head baseball coach.
Kevin enjoys spending time with his wife Sarah who’s a teacher in Effingham county and five year old daughter
Emma.
Upcoming events where you can meet Kevin:
Reception Commissioning 7:15pm
November 18th 2pm BC Open house for prospective students
If you’re interested in learning more about the BC life you can email Kevin at kevin.farmer@bcsav.net or call
912-644-6532

Congratulations to our
Student of the Month
for March:

Patrick Whitten

Alumni Feature: John Rutherford
Each month we will feature a Benedictine Alumus who simply wants to share his BC Experience with others.
September Alumus: John Rutherford
Graduated from BC in 2011
John recently graduated from US Army training in Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri. The Army was the natural
choice, according to John, in his transition from BC and the JROTC. He says that graduating from BC earned him
a higher ranking in the Army, and it also gave him a lifetime bond with 72 other classmates from Benedictine.
“BC gave me the knowledge to succeed in the Army and gave me the basic military training and taught me discipline. I had great teachers who taught me great things,” said Rutherford.
“When I first got to training you could tell I knew what I was doing. When everyone else was learning left face,
right face, and how to march. I knew all that. I was designated as a squad leader while I was there. I was automatically put into a leadership position,” said Rutherford.
So, what are Rutherford’s future plans?
“I will be going to Fort Lewis Washington and I will be going into the 178th Military Police Combat Support
and be stationed there for at least 2 years. We are supposed to deploy between December and February, but I
don’t know where we are going,”said Rutherford. He says that this school is a special place that not only helped
with his military career, but taught him important life skills. “I love to be back here,” said Rutherford. We truly
enjoyed having John back to visit BC. We wish John Rutherford the best of luck and thank him for his service to
our country.
If you’d like to nominate a BC Alumni please contact the Communications office via email
brooke.kelley-hunt@bcsav.net

Two BC students receive BP Goal Scholarships
We’re pleased to announce that Riley White and Cordell Woods
were both each recognized as BP GOAL Scholarship recipients for the
2012-2013 school year.
The Georgia GOAL Scholarship Program’s BP-GOAL Scholars
Fund awarded 15 scholarships, enabling qualifying students to attend
Georgia private schools beginning in 2012-2013. BP and its Castrol
subsidiary longtime education supporters, and have embarked on the
new scholarship program in connection with Georgia GOAL to provide
Georgia with more options for the education of their children.
Here at Benedictine to have one student chosen is a huge deal, but to have two students receive this honor is a
incredible accomplishment.
Each award amount is based on the tuition rate at the individual student’s chosen private school and his
or her family’s demonstrated need. BP-GOAL scholars must reapply each year for the continuation of these
awards, which if awarded over the next four years, could result in cumulative total of $372,000 being awarded
to all scholarship recipients. To be eligible, applicants had to be enrolled in a Georgia public school, qualify for
free and reduced-price lunch through the National School Lunch Program and have been accepted and sponsored by a qualified private school.
The Georgia GOAL Scholarship Program is the state’s leading student scholarship organization. Providing children throughout the state with Greater Opportunities for Access to Learning (GOAL). The program has
awarded more than 6,000 scholarships totaling more than $22.3 million dollars since 2008.
Special congratulations to our two BP GOAL Scholarship recipients.

Freshman Riley White

Freshman Cordell Woods

Redication of Alumni Hall
By: Mike Dillon (Alumni President)
Three years ago the Alumni Association Board issued a challenge: How can we get more alumni involved in our beloved BC? As the senior member of the Board that year, I suggested that we take a look at the
class composites. Recalling my days as a youngster running around the halls of the Bull Street campus, I had a
vivid memory of my Dad’s [Frank ‘43] and five uncle’s photos on those walls. It meant something to the graduates, their families and friends. Their photos served as a tangible link to the school. Somehow that tradition was
lost on the journey from Bull Street to Seawright Drive.
Years later, perhaps when the Media Center wing was built, the old composites showed up and the tradition was restarted, although there were some gap years with no composites. There was no digital imaging back
then, so the composites were made in creative ways. My 1968 class cut out the photos from two yearbooks to
get the required individual head shots. In a way, the journey of the composites was very similar to the journey
of the school as a whole. And so it was decided by the 2009 Board that a serious effort to locate the composites
and renovate what would become Alumni Hall would be made.
First we did an inventory of the classes with composites. We were shocked to discover that 37 classes
were missing and were scattered from the early years right through recent classes. We caught an early break
when Tom Whalen, Jr ‘59 came forward with his Dad’s 1928 class composite. My Uncle John had donated
a Savannah Morning News copy of the ’28 composite a few years earlier, but Tom came in with the original.
Other classes were responding with fundraisers to create their composites and soon we had the first of four unveiling ceremonies. We were excited to see how these unveiling ceremonies brought many alumni, their families and friends back to the campus. We actually unveiled each class composite during those ceremonies, and
had the guys talk about their classmates, accomplishments and experiences. After the 4 unveilings, we counted
26 new composites on the walls.
More important than the numbers, we were proud to have the alumni back on campus. At those unveilings the fight song would break out, and of course there was no shortage of humor. Some tears were shed as
personal BC experiences were shared and class members no longer with us were recalled. The Class of 1988
invited the family of their deceased classmate, Jeff Mascunana, to share in their unveiling. Jeff was killed in an
automobile accident the night before he was to graduate from the U.S. Naval Academy. Jeff’s family was very
appreciative of their inclusion, and Jeff’s photo will insure that his memory is kept alive. At the recent Alumni
Hall renovation unveiling, we added a perpetual plaque honoring all Benedictine alumni who graduated from
the five U.S. military academies. Jeffrey W. Mascunana, U.S. Naval Academy 1992, is prominently listed on
that plaque.
Every class from 1928 to 2012 is hanging on the walls to be enjoyed during casual visits, reunions and
open houses. To insure that all classes going forward are represented, in 2010 we established a Senior Breakfast
held just before graduation each year featuring an alumni speaker and the unveiling of the new class composite.
We will continue to search for the 11 missing classes [1904 – 1927] and ask that families look through their personal archives for them and other memorabilia. We are pleased that Alumni Hall is up to date with many new
features, but it will never be completed as future classes continue to grow our tradition.

Pictures of the new Alumni Hall

By: Fr. Ronald Gatman, O.S.B. - Campus Minister

One of the dirtiest words in the English language, and probably in every language is the word ‘responsibility.’ If one has responsibility for some thing or someone that means that they
are answerable for that person or thing. It is true that some seek to be responsible
for certain things in their lives. They are willing to be answerable to someone
for what they do. When one has responsibility for something they have assumed
power over that thing or person. Many seek power because they want to be in
control of things. They want to dictate how things will go and usually they want
things to go according to their own will. Politics, religion, companies, etc. are
just some examples of areas where power is sought. However, when they get
into positions of responsibility where they can use their power they sometimes
don’t want to be answerable to those who put them in power. They want to exercise a free hand in their doings
and not be accountable for their words or actions. It is here that responsibility, being answerable to someone for
something, becomes a “dirty” word.
The refusal to be answerable for our words or deeds is rampant in our society today. When something goes wrong
and people are called to account for it they try to squirm out of it rather than accepting responsibility for what they
have done. They create excuses for why they did what they did. Often they blame other people for their failures.
The “blame game” has been played from the beginning of human history. It started in the Garden of Eden when
God called Adam on the carpet for having eaten from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil which He had
forbade the man and the woman to eat. Adam was not about to accept responsibility for what he had freely chosen
to do so he blamed Eve for it. She quickly shifted the blame to the serpent who had tricked her into eating the fruit.
None of them took the stance of President Truman who said: “The buck stops here.”
Here at Benedictine we attempt to go against the tide by teaching that our words and actions have consequences.
We are responsible for what we say and do. If one does wrong they are taught to be honest about it and admit it.
Of course, they don’t always do this because there is a punishment involved when one does wrong and they don’t
like that. The punishment hopefully is administered in order to set things right before they go much further and
cause even bigger problems for themselves and others. It takes courage at times to admit that you are wrong in
some matter and because of this there are frequently cover ups to hide the fact that some wrong has been done. As
we have seen in our society often these cover ups are elaborate.
At times it is painful to own up to our faults and failings, nonetheless as has been said, “Confession is good for the
soul.” Ultimately we will not be able to avoid having our deeds exposed. Any number of times in the Scriptures
we read where in the end we will stand before God and be held accountable for what we have done in this life
whether good or bad. And there is no fooling God who knows all. After this comes God’s judgment on how we
have lived and with it comes a reward or punishment.
All of the above would be a sad case if one could only expect punishment for wrongdoing to which we are all
prone, but this is not the whole story. Yes we are inclined to do wrong and perhaps often to try to avoid accepting blame for it, but as Christians we know that when we stand before the Lord and confess our wrongdoing and
repent of it, we will be forgiven for it. God is just but He is also infinitely merciful and His mercy issues forth
because of His love for us, as St. John tells us in the Gospel: “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son,” to save us from our sins. Let us praise God for His merciful love, and strive to act responsibly in
carrying out His will in our lives. If we do this we will experience the peace that Christ felt as He went about His
Father’s business. Amen.

Hear from the Students: Lawson Turner
Camp on the USS Yorktown

Leadership, History, Comradery. These are three characteristics I have learned
this past summer, when I was honored to attend the Military Order of World Wars Leadership conference on the USS Yorktown in Charleston, South Carolina. The Yorktown is
a historic landmark run by the MOWW. The conference lasts for approximately 3 nights
and 4 days. This conference is run by the young leaders in the JROTC program. Upon
arriving to the massive aircraft carrier, your parents are told they must stay on land as
you walk towards the CV-10, which is just short of the length of 3 football fields. Rest
assured parents, cadets quickly made friends, choose their own bunkmates in the barracks, and expanded their systems of communication, meeting other cadets from a variety of areas across the United States. During the conference we heard from a wide variety of keynote speakers, including military honorees and local businessmen. We went
on a field trip to Fort Sumter, the old civil war fort, where the first shots of the American
Civil war were fired. Two nights during the week, we watched Blackhawk Down, a
movie about the war in the Middle East. We also watched a film about the World Trade
Center and a group of firefighters in New York on 9/11. The final night was a military
banquet and dance. Only one individual is able to attend each summer from BC. The
camp is funded by the MOWW (Military Order of the World Wars) and I was proud to
represent my school.
If you are a SOPHOMORE and interested in attending in the summer of 2013, speak with
CW4 Schaefer or Lawson Turner.

BC Sports News
Cross Country Results
The Cross Country team continues to have a good season. The team went to Savannah Country
Day on September 13th. The team placed 3rd in the race with Sam Geha as the top runner
finishing 5th overall. Grant Lanser and Daniel Hoffman also finished in the top 10.

Football
The Cadets continue have an undefeated and are still going strong. This week they
play Metter High School at Savannah State. We wish them luck on a great season. Homecoming week is September 24-28. The Homecoming Game is September 28th. Thank you
for continuing to support our Cadets.
One of our football players has some exciting news to share. Did you know that BC
senior fullback Tayler Jakubsen will travel to Kosice, Slovakia for the 2012 Youth World
Weightlifting Championship? Jakubsen is the number one male on the US Youth Team, and
he is currently ranked second in the world for the 18 and under weightlifting division.
Tayler started weight training at St. James Middle School, when he was conditioning
for football. He started competing and won gold in almost every competition he entered.
Tayler is no stranger to receiving recognition for his accomplishments. His freshmen year
Jakubsen travelled to Peru to represent the US in the Pam Am Games. He was one of only
six people from the US to make the team. Jakubsen will play in tonight’s game and then
leave Sunday for Slovakia.
“It’s like a mini Olympics, there’s an opening and closing ceremony but it’s just for
weightlifting,” says Tayler. Tayler has been selected to hold the USA Flag to represent his
country during the opening ceremonies. Jakubsen credits Coach Britt and weightlifting
coach Kerri Goodrich for helping him balance both football and weightlifting. “Coach Britt
works well with my weightlifting coach, and I do all my football stuff with Coach Britt.
Instead of my football workouts I do my weightlifting workouts,” said Jakubsen. The BC
family wishes Tayler Jakubsen the best of luck in next week’s competition.
Senior Tayler Jakubsen
Tayler Jakubsen (Center)
Pictures With Youth World Team Members Christopher Dunn, Silver Medalist
(Left) And Samuel Haman, Bronze
Medalist (Right) At The Youth Nationals In Dearborn, Michigan In June 2012

Daly And Salter
Photography

JROTC ACADEMIC AWARDS
JROTC Academic Awards Presented:
Each year, the JROTC program recognizes those students who have excelled academically the previous year.
JROTC academic awards for the 2011-2012 school year were presented by Dr. Antosca to the returning cadets
during drill on Wednesday, August 29, 2012.
The Distinguished Cadet Award for Academic Excellence is presented to the cadet exhibiting the highest degree
of excellence in academics. Cadet Matthew G. Peters received this award.
The Academic Excellence Award is presented annually to cadets in each Leadership Education Training (LET)
level for maintaining the highest school academic grades. The award was presented to Cadets Connor L. Robertson (LET II), Matthew G. Peters (LET III), and Nicholas D. Carbo (LET IV).
The Academic Achievement Ribbon is presented annually to those Cadets maintaining a grade of “A” in all
academic subjects. The award was presented to Cadets Ari W. Anderson, Brennen K. Anderson, Matthew B.
Bartholomew, Connor S. Dewitt, Thomas J. Hogan, Patrick. R. Maguire, Daniel J. Mahoney, Steven, A. Powers,
Connor L. Robertson, Eugene B. Stewart, Warren P. Wright, Thomas R. Benson, Alexander T. Coleman, Charles
Ferrelle, Brian Finkel, Andrew L. Gaha, Sam Gaha, Antony H. Nguyen, Matthew G. Peters, John J. Solitario,
Benjamin M. Wright, Dorbin G. Abendano, Nicholas D. Carbo, Kevin M. Fischer, Conor L. Floyd, Jason P. Kolbush, Conner A. Kreide, Chase C. Lyndale, Thomas F. Mccarthy, Zachary N. Park, Milen R. Patel, William C.
Phillips, and David A. Zambito. We look forward to the 2012-2013 school year as these Cadets continue to excel
in their academics and the JROTC program.

JROTC AWARDS
The annual JROTC Awards day ceremony and Senior Review was held on Tuesday, 8 May 2012 on the Benedictine Military School parade field. This event served to recognize the JROTC Corps of Cadets for this school year.
The ceremony also served to honor the Benedictine classes of 1962 and 1987 in celebrating their 50th and 25th
graduation anniversaries respectively.
Awards presented and the recipients include the following:
1. Henderson Marksmanship Medals.
3rd Place: Cadet MAJ Conrad Ezequiel Tebeyanian-Haro
2nd Place: Cadet CSM Ben Cannoles
1st Place: Cadet MAJ Zach Holland
2. The Military Officers Association Medal:
(LET III)Cadet SGM Jason Kolbush
3. US Army Recruiting Command Medal for JROTC Excellence:
(LET III)Cadet CSM Joseph F. Ireland IV
4. The Summerell Leadership Medal: Cadet CPT. Thomas Barrow
5. The Military Order of the Purple Heart Leadership Medal:
(LET II)Cadet SSG John Solitario
6. Immaculate Conception Assembly 4th Degree Knights of Columbus God and Country Medal:
(LETIII)Cadet SGM Thomas McCarthy
7. Scottish-American Military Society Medal:
(LETIII)Cadet SGM Chase Lyndale
8. The American Legion Military Excellence Medal:
(LETIII) Cadet CSM Benjamin Cannoles

Technology at BC
Jim Brown
Curriculum Coordinator
Chair of English
When I started teaching writing in the late 1980’s, computer labs were just being built in colleges and high schools.
There was a great deal of excitement about how schools might use technology for writing, but no set plans. Years later technology is an integral part of writing at BC.
As an example I offer the following summary from my AP Language class.
Students began by reading their assignment and sample articles at my blog (www.zeugmatica.blogspot.com).
Not only did they get the assignment at the site, but they were required to do their earliest drafting in the form of a response
comment entered at the blog.
The next week at school students were scheduled into the computer lab for three days.
They composed their essays at a Google Drive site, so that all draft work was saved “in the cloud.” No more excuses like
“my hard drive crashed” or “the dog devoured my thumb drive!”
When drafts were finished, they shared the essay via Google drive with me. I sent them comments and the grade back to
them via email.
In class we can easily bring up writing samples and show them on the Smart Board. At this stage of the process,
students tend to bog down. Revision is the hardest part of writing. Technology at BC helps me to engage students and keep
them focused during this trying phase.
Finally, students complete a second draft. This time they share it with the class, so that everyone can easily read everyone
else’s paper. This last step is crucial. It turns the classroom into a community of writers who share ideas and strategies, real
intellectuals who work together to learn.
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